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public lecture delivered in several Italian cities, after which is a chapter 
headed "La Pretesa Vilta di Seneca," pp. 34-43. The author then gives 
us (pp. 47-57), a discussion of the relations of "Tacito e Seneca," suc- 
ceeded by (pp. 61-63) "Un ritrato di Seneca." There are also two 
"Appendici" of which the former is devoted to "Seneca e il matrimonio" 
(pp. 67-74), while the conclusion is furnished by some considerations on 
"La religione di Seneca e il pensiero epicureo." Pascal's view is on the 
whole very favorable to Seneca. He attributes the stories and insinu- 
ations against the fair name of the philosopher and statesman to certain 
personal enemies, particularly C. Suilius and Pliny, whose accounts have 
reached us through Tacitus and Cassius Dio, whereas the works in which 
he was defended have failed to survive the wreck of the Middle Ages. 
He asks : " What would be the future reputation of men like Gladstone, 
Bismarck, and Garibaldi if posterity had as its only evidence the writings 
of their detractors ? " He shows that Tacitus is quite in contradiction with 
himself in his varying references to Seneca and declares that the expla- 
nation is due to the different sources used by Tacitus and never harmo- 
nized. The Berlin hermes composed of Socrates and Seneca is held to 
be probably genuine, at least so far as the latter is concerned. 

John M. Burnam 
University op Cincinnati 



Historical Greek Coins. Described by G-. F. Hill. New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1906. Pp. xx + 181, with thirteen 
plates. $2.50. 

This volume by Mr. Hill of the Department of Coins and Medals in 
the British Museum may be described as an introduction to Greek numis- 
matics considered as a source of information for political history. One 
hundred coins of especial historical interest are selected, ranging in date 
from the seventh century b. c. nearly to the beginning of the Christian 
era, and each of these coins, besides being presented to the eye in a good 
illustration, is discussed in its historical aspects. In view of Mr. Hill's 
previous contributions to the study of Greek coinage and Greek history, 
it is hardly necessary to say that this task has been performed with thor- 
ough scholarship and with excellent judgment. To the student of Greek 
political history who is beginning to deal with the evidence of coins the 
present volume will be indispensable. And although the coins here treated 
have not been chosen with especial regard to their artistic importance, 
the student of the history of Greek art will find the book highly convenient 
for his purposes by reason of the large number of more or less accurately 
dated pieces which it presents. 

F. B. Taebell 



